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MatH Comic TeAcHer tipS

TeAcHerS, 

tHanK yOu for yOur inTeresT in arT of mulTipLicatiOn: matH comicS. 
| have inCluded divisiOn becaUse it is so cLosely related to 
mulTipLicatiOn.

The firSt matH comic is faIrLy simPle so tHat sTudenTs can leArN 
how to use tHe pages anD wHere to wRite tHe anSwer. The 
seconD pRobLem is more comPlex. tHere is alSo a bLanK comic 
page for sTudenTs to wRite anD ilLusTrate tHeIr owN matH 
comicS!

To reAlLy solidify tHe conNecTiOn betWeEn worD pRobLemS anD 
matH equAtiOnS, finD some beAdS, bagS, anD conTaInerS tHat yOur 
sTudenTs coUlD use to model tHe situAtiOnS! That  woUlD pRovide 
tHem witH a 3D conCrete model, an ilLusTrated sTory anD a worD 
pRobLem, alL of wHicH sHare tHe same inForMatiOn anD asK tHe 
same quEsTiOn.

|’m worKinG on a mucH larGer colLecTiOn of matH comic worD 
pRobLemS. It wilL be on My tPt sTore UnComMon-core dot com. 
It wilL have more pRobLemS, a ranGe of difficulTiEs, sTory 
sTarTerS for sTudenTs to use wHen wRitinG tHeIr owN matH 
comicS anD a lonGer teAcHer tipS secTiOn.

meAnWhile …

| hope yOu anD yOur sTudenTs enJoY tHis fReE samPle of matH 
comicS!

IsabelLe
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• 4 bags
• 6 blue beads in each bag

6 666

“Total” means ‘how many all together,’ 
so the answer will be larger than the 
numbers given in the story.

6+6+6+6=?

4x6=24

The total number of blue beads in this 
order is twenty-four.

MatH Comic inStRucTiOnS!

First, look over the pictures to see what kind 
of information you can gather. Color in some of 
the images while you’re thinking.

Second, read the title and the text carefully. 
It is a good idea to reread the text to make 
sure you understand it completely.

Third, record essential information on the 
scratch paper. You could make notes, write a 
number sentence, draw a quick sketch or 
doodle, or find another way to list the data. 
Cross out information that isn’t needed.

Now, take a close look at the question. Circle 
the key words to help you make sense of the 
story. Think about what process is going on; 
are things being pushed together and counted? 
Is a small part of a larger number being 
separated out? Will the answer be larger or 
smaller than the numbers given in the text?

Next, by this point you should have some ideas 
about how to write a number sentence that 
tells the same story. (If not, redo the steps 
above.) Use the rest of the scratch paper to 
calculate your answer to the question.

Finally, write your answer below the question on the bottom of the math comic page. 
Reread the question and your response. Does your answer make sense? If so, 
congratulations. If not, either start over or get some help. Keep working till you get it!
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“Total” means ‘how many all together,’ 
so the answer will be larger than the 
numbers given in the story.

6+6+6+6=?

4x6=24

The total number of blue beads in this 
order is twenty-four.

MatH Comic inStRucTiOnS!

First, look over the pictures to see what kind 
of information you can take from them. Color in 
some of the images while you’re thinking.

Second, read the title and the text carefully. 
It is always a good idea to reread the text to 
make sure you understand it completely.

Third, record essential information on the 
scratch paper. You could make notes, write a 
number sentence, draw a quick sketch or 
doodle, or find another way to list the data. 
Cross out information that isn’t needed.

Now, take a close look at the question. Circle 
the key words to help you make sense of the 
story. Think about what process is going on; 
are things being pushed together and counted? 
Is a small part of a larger number being 
separated out? Will the answer be larger or 
smaller than the numbers given in the text?

Next, by this point you should have some ideas 
about how to write a number sentence that 
tells the same story. (If not, redo the steps 
above.) Use the rest of the scratch paper to 
calculate your answer to the question.

Finally, write your answer below the question on the bottom of the math comic page. 
Reread the question and your response. Does your answer make sense? If so, 
congratulations. If not, either start over or get some help. Keep working till you get it!
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mucH later …

BeAd CoUnTerS 

at WorK!
BeAdS in FoUr Sizes!

by IsabelLe anD 

OK, 
so we have foUr 

difFerenT sizes of 
beAdS: sMalL, mediUm, 

larGe, anD exTra larGe.
TodaY someOne asKed 
for six bLuE beAdS in 

eAcH size!

We 
have 
difFerenT 
bagS for eAcH 

size beAdS.
how many beAdS in al

L?

Let’s put 
six beAdS in 
eAcH bag.

So, 
how many beAdS is 
tHat alL togetHer? 

We 
have foUr 

sizes of bLuE 
beAdS. 

WE DID IT!!

What is tHe total numBer of bLuE beAdS in tHis orDer?

TheY wanT 
six beAdS of 

eAcH size.

xL sml

xL sml
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xL sml

 How woUlD yOu 
finD tHe total 

numBer of beAdS?
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xL sml

 How woUlD yOu 
finD tHe total 

numBer of beAdS?
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mucH later …

BeAd CoUnTerS 

at WorK!
The case of one hunDred!

by IsabelLe anD 

WOW 
We jusT got an 
orDer for one 

hunDred beAdS! TheY 
wanT bLuE, gReEn, red,

oranGe, anD purPle
beAdS! PacKaged in 
same size gRoUpS!

We 
neEd to 
sTarT on tHis 
rigHt awaY! 

| hope tHe teAm 
is reAdy! 

tHis is a rusH orDer
!

We 
have beAdS 
in alL five
colorS ~

~anD we 
have five 

conTaInerS.

So, 
how many beAdS go in 

eAcH ConTaIner? 

We 
neEd exacTly 
one hunDred  

beAdS. 

WE DID IT!!

How many beAdS were in eAcH conTaIner?
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So? 

 How woUlD yOu 
solVe it?
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mucH later …

BeAd CoUnTerS 

at WorK!
The case of one hunDred!

by IsabelLe HoAg for unComMon-core

OH 
no! We jusT got 

an orDer for a case 
of one hunDred beAdS! 
TheY wanT bLuE, gReEn,
red, oranGe, anD purPle
beAdS! PacKaged in 

same size gRoUpS!

We 
neEd to 
sTarT on tHis 
orDer rigHt 

awaY! | hope tHe 
teAm is reAdy! 

tHis is a rusH orDer
!

We 
have beAdS 
in alL five
colorS ~

~anD we 
have five 

conTaInerS.

So, 
how many beAdS go in 

eAcH ConTaIner? 

We 
neEd exacTly 
one hunDred  

beAdS. 

WE DID IT!!

How many beAdS were in eAcH conTaIner?
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So? 

 How woUlD yOu 
solVe it?
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Terms of Use 

By downloading this product, you agree that the contents are the property 
of Isabelle Hoag M. Ed., Director of Education at UnCommon-Core.com 
and licensed to you only for classroom/personal use as a single user. 
I retain the copyright, and reserve all rights to this product. 

YOU MAY:
• Use this product with your own students, in your classroom, or for your 

own personal use.
• Reference this product in blog posts, professional development work-

shops, at seminars, or other similar venues, ONLY if both credit is giv-
en to me as the author and a link to UnCommon-Core.com is included.

• Please direct others to  UnCommon-Core  where 
they can download their own copy.

YOU MAY NOT: 
• -

right/watermarks.
•
• Post this document for sale or free elsewhere on the internet including

Google Doc links on blogs.
• Make copies of this product to share with others.

Thank you for following universally accepted codes of professional  ethics 

error please contact me and I will be happy to help sort it out. 

Thank you!

Isabelle@UnCommon-Core.com

https://uncommon-core.com/contact-us/



